Alexandra Valdes is a senior undergraduate student
studying biomedical sciences at the University of
South Florida. She is currently on the pre-med track,
and hopes future medical studies focus on women’s
health and pediatrics after graduating in fall of 2019.
In partnership with the Honors College at USF, she is
currently taking community service courses focused
on women’s health and fertility studies that have
given her this opportunity to be involved in this
exciting community project with the Museum of
Motherhood. Through this project, she hopes to help
improve how information and communication
between birth-support networks and mothers can
occurs within the Tampa Bay community to benefit
families and mothers. She is the proud daughter and
eldest sibling of an amazing single mother and
younger brother who have constantly shown her the
support to pursue her dreams in higher education and
personal life, and will always be grateful for their
continual presence and impact on her life. She
grateful for this opportunity and can’t wait to see where this project will go in the coming future.
USF Tampa with the Museum of Motherhood
My name is Bhavana Madhu (I preferred to be
called Vana) and I am a first-year undergraduate
student at the University of South Florida, Tampa. I
am pursuing a degree in biomedical sciences and am
passionate about women’s health and women’s
studies. In my free time, you can find me working out
at the gym, reading a thriller novel, watching T.V.
shows, or spending quality time with my family. I
have a soft spot for spicy food, creepy YouTube
documentaries, and science fiction novels. I found out
about the Museum of Motherhood through a fellow
classmate of mines, Alexandra Valdes (who is also an
intern for the Museum of Motherhood), in our honors
class ‘Fertility and the Future’. This class explores the
social and behavioral sciences by examining familymaking as a bio-cultural process and examining
associated issues that arise across a variety of
geographic contexts while incorporating local
examples within national and global struggles to
‘reproduce’ the future. As part of the service-learning
requirement for the class, Lexi and I have chosen to pursue an internship at MOM. I was interested in being an
intern for the Museum of Motherhood because the goals and visions of MOM piqued my interest. I want to
expand MOM’s reach and help network by connecting with potential partners and organizations in an effort to
make this museum more well-known in the Tampa Bay area. I am excited to work with MOM and hope I can
contribute something positive during my time as an intern here.
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